KOHTPOJIBHO-USMEPUTEJIBHOT'O MATEPUAJI
10 AHTJIMHCKOMY SI3BIKY sl mpuéma B 10 Kiace

JleMo BapuaHT

Ipouumaiime mexcm. Onpedenume, KaKue U3 NPUBLOEHHBIX YIMBEPIHCOCHUL COOMBEMCMBYION COOEPICAHUIO
mexcma (True), kakue ne coomeemcmsyiom (False) u o uém 6 mexcme ne ckaszano, mo ecms Ha OCHOBAHUU
MeKCma Heb3si 0ams Hu ROJIOHCUMENbHO20, HU ompuyamenvrozo omeema (Not stated).

Hermitage cats

Hermitage cats have been officially kept in the Winter Palace in St. Petersburg, Russia, since its
foundation. The cats prevented intensive breeding of rats and mice in the State Hermitage Museum. The
director of the Hermitage, Mikhail Piotrovsky, said, “cats have become a very important part of our Hermitage
lives and a significant part of Hermitage Legends.”

It is believed that the history of the Hermitage cats started with a cat that was brought from Holland by
Peter the Great. In the XVIII century there were lots of rats in the Old Winter Palace. The history of cats
continued due to Empress Elizaveta Petrovna. Visiting Kazan she noticed that there were no rats and mice in
the city because of the large number of cats. The Empress ordered to bring some Kazan cats to St Petersburg,
to the old Winter Palace. The cats had done their job, and almost all the rats disappeared from the palace. After
the construction of the Winter Palace, the cats settled down in the new building too. The founder of the
Hermitage, Empress Catherine II gave the cats the status of ‘gallery guards’.

Cats in the Hermitage existed for a long time, during the war with Napoleon, and after the revolution,
under the Soviet regime. In 1941, when the Great Patriotic War began, the works of art were evacuated to the
Urals, in Sverdlovsk.

After the war, two cars brought new cats to the Hermitage. The rats, that had invaded the building during
the war, stepped back. However, in the 1960s it was decided that the cats were not needed any more.
Employees of the museum caught the cats and took them away. But, soon after, rats invaded the building.
Since then, the museum has never got rid of its cats.

Today, about seventy cats live in the Hermitage to protect it from mice and rats. Each cat has its own
passport and a veterinary card. They live comfortably in the basement. The place where they live is always
warm and dry, and all the rooms of the basement are equipped with small holes, to let the cats move freely
inside and outside the building.

The Hermitage employees regularly buy food for the cats. They try to make their meals healthy and
diverse. Each cat has its own bowl, tray and basket to sleep. In summer, the cats are more often outside on the
lawns and courtyards than in their basement.

To control the number of cats in the Hermitage, employees sometimes give away their cats to residents
of the city. The new owner has to present their passport and leave their contact details. The adopted animals
are accompanied by a certificate from the Hermitage.

1 According to its director, the Hermitage is the only museum in Russia where cats are kept officially.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated

2 During the reign of Empress Catherine 1l the cats received official status.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated

3 During the Great Patriotic War the Hermitage cats were taken to Sverdlovsk to guard the works of art.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated



4 Nowadays all the cats are settled in the attic of the Hermitage.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated

5 The Hermitage cats are taken good care of.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated

6 The cats are not allowed to leave the building of the museum.
D)True 2) False 3) Not stated

7 The new owner of a Hermitage cat can visit the museum free of charge.
1) True 2) False 3) Not stated

IIpouumatime npugedénnuviii nudxce mexcm. Ilpeobpazyiime cioea, HanewamanHvle 3a21A6HLIMU OYKEAMU 8
ckobKax, 0603HayeHHvIx Homepamu 8-13, mak, umobwl OHU cpamMmamuyecKu u 1eKCu4ecKu COOmeemcmeaosaiu
cooepaicanuio mexkcma. 3anonHume nPonycKu NOIY4eHHbIMU C108AMU.

Reading is one of the most popular pastimes and books are one of the main sources of knowledge.

Everyone knows this but, 8) (FORTUNATELY), there are many young people who
don’t like to read. They say it is not cool but I firmly 9) (AGREE) with them. Books
have the ability to take you to another world, to wake up your 10) (IMAGINE) and
transport you to places you’ve never been to. Books can be 11) (DIFFER) in size and
content. Their stories can be 12) (EXCITE), scary, romantic or funny but above all,
books are just interesting. I'm absolutely sure that books by a good 13) (WRITE) will

always be popular.



